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Invitation to global consultations on Farmers’ Rights

We herewith invite you to participate in global consultations on Farmers’ Rights as these are addressed in Article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (also called the Plant Treaty; see www.planttreaty.org). The background for these consultations is a decision made by the Governing Body of the Plant Treaty at its third session (Resolution 6/2009). Here the Governing Body recalls the importance of fully implementing Farmers’ Rights, and, among other things, requests the Secretariat to convene regional workshops on Farmers’ Rights to discuss relevant national experiences. The Fridtjof Nansen Institute (www.fni.no) in Norway is assisting the Secretariat in carrying out this task. Funding is limited, so we begin by carrying out consultations via e-mail, in order to involve as many stakeholders as possible, in all parts of the world. The e-mail consultations have been made possible thanks to support from SwedBio of Sweden and the Development Fund, Norway. We are still trying to raise the funds necessary to hold a consultation conference towards the end of the year, which will then be global, with regional components. The results of the global consultation process will be presented to the Governing Body of the Plant Treaty at its Fourth Session in 2011, as a basis for its deliberations on promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights at the national level. 

The following questionnaire is designed to obtain information in the context of Resolution 6/2009 of the Governing Body and to facilitate discussions at the consultation conference. The Secretariat will follow this process and provide information to Contracting Parties accordingly. 

We hope that you can distribute this questionnaire to organizations and individuals engaged in plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and farmers’ rights – in your own country and abroad. We would also be grateful if all those who are working with farmers take this opportunity to distribute the questionnaire among them, or to convene group consultations among farmers to complete the questionnaire collectively, if appropriate, and send it to us.
We sincerely hope that you will take the time to complete this questionnaire to the best of your capacity, and return it to us.


The final deadline for submission of this questionnaire is 31 August 2010.

Please e-mail the questionnaire to tow@fni.no or as fax to (+47) 67 11 19 10.
We will publish the results of this e-mail based part of the consultation by the beginning of November 2010 in the form of a report, with the responses presented region-wise. For more information please visit the website of the Farmers’ Rights Project of the Fridtjof Nansen Institute at (www.farmersrights.org) or contact Tone Winge (tow@fni.no).

Thank you for all your help in making these important global consultations a success!
Oslo, Norway 6 July 2010

Sincerely yours,

(sign.)

Regine Andersen,






Senior Research Fellow and


Director of the Farmers’ Rights Project

Fridtjof Nansen Institute

Views and experiences: The realization of Farmers’ Rights
1. Respondent information:

	Name:
	

	Country:
	

	Affiliation:
	
	Web-site (if any):
	

	Position:
	
	E-mail address:
	


	Stakeholder category:
	Farmers
	Seed industry
	Research
	Ministry
	NGO
	IGO
	Other, please specify :

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	In which capacity are you sharing your views and experiences here?
	Personal capacity:
	As representative of my institution:
	On behalf of a group (see below)

	
	
	
	


	If you have consulted a group of people, how many? Please attach a list of names
	1-10
	11-20
	21-30
	31-40
	41-50
	More (please specify)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	We will present your input as part of a report. Will you also:
	Yes
	No

	- allow us to publish this questionnaire online?
	
	

	- allow us to cite you by name in the report?
	
	


2. Farmers’ Rights in general

	2.1 In your view, how important are the following aspects of Farmers’ Rights in your country?
	Very important
	Important
	Less important
	Not important

	A. protection of traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	
	
	
	

	B. the right to participate equitably in sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	
	
	
	

	C. the right for farmers to participate in making decisions, at the national level, on matters related to the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	
	
	
	

	D. the rights to save, use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material
	
	
	
	

	E. other aspect (please specify): 
	
	
	
	

	F. other aspect (please specify): 
	
	
	
	

	Please explain why (you may select one or two aspects):




	2.2 What do you regard as the major achievements of your country with regard to Farmers’ Rights? (choose one or more, as appropriate)
	Adoption of con-ducive law
	Adoption of con-ducive policy
	Implemen-
tation of conducive
law/ policy
	Govern-ment pro-
gramme running
	Project(s) implem-ented by NGO/IGO
	Markedly increased awareness 
	Other 

	A. protection of traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B. the right to participate equitably in sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C. the right for farmers to participate in making decisions, at the national level, on matters related to the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D. the rights to save, use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E. other (please specify here): 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please specify the achievement(s) of your country:




	2.3 What do you see as the major obstacles to the realization of Farmers’ Rights in your country?

	


3. Protection of traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture: 
	3.1 What, in your view, is most important in order to protect traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in your country? (please choose only one response)
	A. to protect the this knowledge against misappropriation
	B. to protect this knowledge from disappearing
	C. other (please specify):

	
	
	
	


	3.2 If you answered ‘A’ (protection against misappropriation): do you know of any cases of misappropriation of traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in your country? (please specify)

	


	3.3 If you answered ‘B’ (protection against disappearing): how would you describe the current situation of the disappearance of traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in your country?

	


	3.4 In your experience, which national measures affect the protection of traditional knowledge in your country, and how?
	We have such measures
	We don’t have such measures
	The effects of the existing measures are:
	Not sure

	
	
	
	Positive
	Negative
	Mixed/none
	

	laws on protection of traditional knowledge 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	laws on intellectual property rights
	
	
	
	
	
	

	seed laws
	
	
	
	
	
	

	other laws (please specify):
	
	
	
	
	
	

	policies/programmes on traditional knowledge
	
	
	
	
	
	

	agricultural or other relevant policies:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	measures to document traditional knowledge
	
	
	
	
	
	

	projects encouraging sharing of this knowledge
	
	
	
	
	
	

	other programmes/projects (please specify below)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	other (please specify below):
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please specify the most important measures in your country, and their effects:



	3.5 In your opinion, what are the most important gaps and needs when it comes to national measures affecting the protection of traditional knowledge in your country?

	


	3.6 If you have any other views and experiences regarding the protection of traditional knowledge in your country, please write them here:

	


4. The right of farmers to participate equitably in the sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	4.1 Which national measures in your country affect farmers’ right to equitably participate in benefit-sharing, and how?
	We have such measures
	We don’t have such measures
	The effects of the existing measures are (choose one):
	Not sure

	
	
	
	Positive
	Negative
	Mixed/none
	

	Right to benefit sharing is covered by law
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National fund for benefit sharing in place
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Financial support to diversity farming

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Participatory plant breeding projects
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Community seed banks 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Projects for marketing of diversity products
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity building for diversity farming
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity building for farmers’ rights
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Awards
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Legislation on plant breeders’ rights
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Patent law
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agricultural policies and incentives in general
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify below):
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please specify the most important measures in your country, and their effects:



	4.3 In your opinion, what are the most important gaps and needs with regard to benefit sharing in your country?

	


	4.4 Do you have any other views and experiences regarding benefit sharing in your country? Please indicate them here.

	


5. The rights of farmers to participate in making decisions, at the national level, regarding plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
	5.1 Which national measures in your country affect the participation of farmers in decision-making at the national level 
	We have such measures
	We don’t have such measures
	The effects of the existing measures are (tick one):
	Not sure

	
	
	
	Positive
	Negative
	Mixed/none
	

	Legal right to participation is covered by law
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Participation in relevant committees
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hearing procedures involving farmers’ organisations (consultations of farmers)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Decision makers are trained in farmers’ rights
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity building for farmer participation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Facilitation of farmer activity/participation in major newspapers/media
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify below):
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please specify the most important measures in your country, and their effects:




	5.2 In your opinion, what are the most important gaps and needs with regard to the participation of farmers in decision making regarding plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in your country?

	


	5.3 Do you have any other views and experiences regarding farmers’ participation in decision-making in your country? Please indicate them here.

	


6. The rights of farmers to save, use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed and propagating material
	6.1 Which national measures in your country affect the rights that farmers have to save, use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed and propagating material, and how?
	We have such measures
	We don’t have such measures
	The effects of the existing measures are (tick one):
	Not sure

	
	
	
	Positive
	Negative
	Mixed/none
	

	patent law
	
	
	
	
	
	

	plant breeders’ rights legislation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	variety release regulations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	seed marketing regulations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	seed fairs
	
	
	
	
	
	

	seed exchange networks
	
	
	
	
	
	

	other programmes/projects supporting seed saving and exchange practices 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	other (please specify below):
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please specify the most important measures in your country, and their effects:




	6.2 In your view, what are the most important gaps and needs with regard to farmers’ rights regarding the saving, use, exchange and sales of farm-saved seed and propagating material?

	


	6.3 Do you have any other views and experiences regarding the rights of farmers to save, use, sell and exchange farm-saved seed in your country? Please indicate them here.

	


7. Other views and experiences
	7.1 On a scale from 1 to 6, how would you rate the performance of your country with regard to the realization of Farmers’ Rights? Please choose one answer only.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Insufficient
	Tolerable
	Fairly good
	Good
	Very good
	Excellent

	
	
	
	
	
	


	7.2 What do you see as the most important measures that still remain to be taken in your country in order to promote the realization of Farmers’ Rights? 

	


	7.3 Do you have any other views and experiences regarding the realization of Farmers’ Rights under the Plant Treaty that have not been covered in the above? Please indicate them here.

	


8. Recommendations to the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture as to how it can support the realization of Farmers’ Rights at the national level:

	8.1 Please list the points you would recommend to the Governing Body:

	 


Thank you very much for your assistance! 
� ‘Diversity farming’ here refers to farming practices where plant genetic resources are utilized and maintained. ‘Diversity products’ are the products resulting from such farming.
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