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Odisha, Koraput District

The Gunthaguda Community Seed Bank was
established in 2002 with 138 members, including
75 women and 63 men. Its objectives are to
achieve self-sufficiency, improve food and nutrition
security, and conserve crop genetic diversity.

The seed bank conserves 12 varieties of millets, 7
varieties of legumes, 7 varieties of vegetables, and
1 variety each of root, tuber, and oil crops.

Traditional methods are used for seed selection
and storage, followed by seed treatment. Training
provided by MSSRF, such as line transplanting and
the use of bio inputs and manure, is also
implemented. Neem leaves and turmeric leaves
are used to preserve the seeds.

GUNTHAGUDA COMMUNITY SEED BANK

The CSB offers seeds to its members at a 25%
repayment rate. Members receive 7 varieties of
seeds, while non-members receive 2 varieties. In
2023, the CSB distributed 220 kg of seeds to its
members and 21 kg to non-members.

They receive support from MSSRF and the Swiss
Agency for Development & Cooperation, which
provide funding, infrastructure, seeds, capacity
building, and training.

Contact:

Tularam Paraja

CSB Member

Phone number: +91 78529 89645

Presentation by Dr. C.M. Pratheepa, MSSRF.
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