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Community Seed Bank

Members of the CSB
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Odisha, Kalahandi District.

The Sahajpani Farmers Seed Bank was established
in 2019 with the goal of reducing reliance on
commercial varieties and exclusively promoting
landraces, where women play a key role in seed
conservation.

This Community Seed Bank (CSB) manages a
diverse range of crop varieties, including 28 types
of rice, 4 types of millets, groundnut, 5 varieties of
bottle gourd, as well as varieties of pumpkin, green
gram, black gram, red gram, and Bengal gram.

Each year, the CSB organizes a seed festival where
members prepare and share a variety of local food
recipes.

SAHAJPANI FARMERS SEED BANK

Additionally, the seed bank holds the Akshimuthi
festival, an annual seed-sowing event that
promotes the exchange of landrace varieties while
ensuring the active participation of women and
elders.

The CSB receives technical support from the
Network for Youth Development and Healthy
Environment (NYDHEE).

Contact:

Amar Kumar Gouda

Programme manager, NYDHEE
Phone number: +91 94372 33593
www.nydhee.org
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