
The Kaduvakurichi Seed Bank, established in 2013, 
is an initiative led by the Center for Improved Rural 
Health and Environmental Protection (CIRHEP) 
with support from Future Earth, Sweden. The Seed 
Bank consists of 20 active members and benefits 
around 500 farming households across five 
villages. Its primary goals include empowering 
women, conserving rainwater, promoting organic 
agriculture, and preserving local crop varieties.

Currently, the Seed Bank conserves single varieties 
of several crops, including Finger Millet, Pearl 
Millet, Small Millet, Foxtail Millet, Horse Millet, 
Sorghum, Beans, Lentil, Cowpea, Black Gram, 
Green Gram, Cluster Beans, Gourd, Pumpkin, and 
Lady Finger.

The CSB was initiated alongside efforts to harvest 
rainwater in drought-prone areas. Over time, it 
expanded its focus to address drought-induced 
migration and incorporated organic farming and 
women’s empowerment as key activities. 
Additionally, the CSB hosts Food and Seed 
Festivals annually in July.

The CSB has assisted over 300 farmers in 
obtaining organic certification through the 
Participatory Guarantee System Organic Council.

Contact:
Ms. K.A. Chandra​
cirhepfe@gmail.com 
Phone Number: +91 93458 08504

KADUVAKURICHI WOMEN COMMUNITY SEED BANK 
Tamil Nadu, Dindigul District.
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