
The Sabuja Community Seed Bank (CSB) was 
established in 2017 with the goal of promoting 
landraces over commercial varieties. It is managed 
by Baladev Bhoi, a young Adivasi farmer, and 
currently has a membership of up to 100 people.

Supported by the 100 VikalpaJeevika Foundation, 
this CSB maintains a variety of crops, including two 
rice varieties, three millet varieties, eight pulse 
varieties, drumstick (two varieties), groundnut, 
mustard, sesame (three varieties), and a range of 
vegetables such as pumpkin, bottle gourd, ridge 
gourd, pointed gourd (five varieties), and chili. 
Additionally, the bank conserves vetiver root.

The CSB follows a structured process for seed 
collection and conservation, starting with village 
meetings and seed recognition competitions, and 
developing cropping patterns based on land and 
soil types.

Seed diversity is explored through farm and home 
visits, while "Seed Friends" and "Seed Mothers" are 
identified for their expertise. The process includes 
seed germination testing, collection, village-level 
demonstrations, seed passport preparation, 
grading, storage in the seed bank, and facilitating 
seed exchanges among farmers.

IGSS- Indo Global Social Service Society helped 
them initially with infrastructure facilities and 
technical knowledge support​.
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