
Ujas Seed Bank, established in 2021, is an initiative 
managed by Ujas Mahila Khedut Sangthan, a 
federation of women farmers supported by the 
Cohesion Foundation Trust. Eight (8) women 
members are there in the group. Around 240 
farmer households benefit from the Seed Bank. 

It currently conserves 40 varieties of different 
crops, including Paddy (15), Finger Millet (Ragi, 2), 
Sorghum (2), Foxtail Millet (1), barnyard millet 
(Varai, 1), Pigeon Pea (2), Field bean (Broad bean, 
2), Green Pea (1), Chickpea (1), Dioscorea 
(Kand/Vara Kand, 4), Niger (Khursani, 1),  Sesame 
(2), Bottle Gourd (3), Ridge Gourd (1), Egg Plant 
(Brinjal, 2), and Chili (2).

In its early stages, the seed bank focused on 
identifying, multiplying, and studying local seeds to 
preserve valuable plant genetic material. 
Addressing challenges such as the availability of 
indigenous seeds and financial constraints of 
small farmers, the seed bank is particularly 
beneficial to women farmers. The tasks at the CSB 
include collecting, cleaning and distributing seeds, 
managing seed plots, weeding, problem-solving, 
and marketing. These efforts significantly enhance 
agricultural practices and livelihoods in the 
community.
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