
The Bismilla Community Seed Bank (CSB) was 

started by a Self-Help Group in Harra, Barmer 

district, Rajasthan, India. It began operations in 

2021 with support from the NGO GRAVIS. Twelve 

women from the SHG manage the CSB, which 

benefits about 100 farmers in the village; 40% of 

them are women, and 60% are men.

The primary objectives of the CSB are to conserve 

agricultural biodiversity and to ensure that 

farmers have access to seeds suited to the unique 

arid conditions of Rajasthan.

The CSB presently conserves approximately 21 

varieties of pear millet, sorghum, mung beans, 

cluster beans, sesame, and various green leafy 

plants.

GRAVIS and ICAR organize several events in which 

members and beneficiaries of the CSB participate. 

These activities include seed demonstrations and 

training sessions designed to improve agricultural 

practices and enhance the quality of the seeds 

produced at the CSB.

The CSB offers seeds to farmers through a seed 

loan scheme, where farmers who borrow seeds 

need to return double the amount in the next 

harvesting season.
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