
The Bandana Shiva Seed Bank, established in 2020 
in Dengadai Village, is supported by the Bhairabi 
Women Agro Producer Company Ltd (BWAPCL). 
With 50 producer groups and 500 women 
members, it benefits more than 500 farmer 
households from 20 villages. A Board manages the 
CSB with 10 Directors and with a Chief Operating 
Officer. 

The main objectives are to enhance the 
conservation of local crop genetic diversity and 
market specialty landraces, reduce production 
costs, promote seed sovereignty, and improve 
local varieties.

Currently, it conserves 19 crop varieties, including 
Little Millet (1), Foxtail Millet (1), Kodo Millet (1), 
Barnyard Millet (1), Maize (1), Pearl Millet (1), Rice 
(5), Black gram (1), Black Horse gram (1), Red gram 
(1), Small Bengal gram (1), Greater Yam (1), Lady’s 
Finger (1), Ridge Gourd (1), and Tomato (1). 

The CSB has a leased demo plot for quality seed 
production and improving landraces. The CSB 
participates in agricultural exhibitions and seed 
fairs at the block, district, state, and national levels 
and sells seeds and value-added products. 

IRRI & SAFAC offers technical support to the CSB. It 
uses social media platforms to reach out to 
farmers.  

Contact:
Puja Sethy, Director, BWAPCL
Phone number: 8917388975 
Binaya Ku Bishi, CEO, BWAPCL
Phone number: 7981671238
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