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South 24 Parganas, West Bengal District

Rupkatha Community Seed Bank (CSB) is located
in the village of Dakshin Gobindapur in South 24
Parganas in West Bengal district, India. The CSB
was established in 2020 with the support of the
Development Research Communication and
Services Centre (DRCSCQ).

The CSB is managed by the Women's Self-Help
Group (SHG) from the village of Gobindapur and
serves approximately 90 households across nine
villages. In each of these nine villages, a SHG is
responsible for managing the seed loans provided
by the CSB.

The main aims of the CSB are to conserve
agrobiodiversity, provide farmers with access to
this diversity, and improve food and nutrition
security.

The CSB currently conserves approximately 28
varieties of crops including green gram, sweet
potato, elephant foot yam, taro, lesser yam, onion,
brinjal, bitter gourd, snake gourd, pumpkin, bottle
gourd, cucumber, coriander, turmeric, fenugreek,
ginger, and chili.

To promote seed exchange, the CSB organizes
seed fairs twice a year, before Kharif and Rabi
Seasons.
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