
The CSB has also given 3 varieties of its seeds to its 
members at a 25% rate of extra re-payment. In 
2023, 204 kg were distributed among its members.

They are supported by MSSRF and the Indian 
Institute of Soil and Water Conservation, where 
they provide funds and conduct training.
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MENDHAGUDA COMMUNITY SEED BANK
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Presentation by Dr. C.M. Pratheepa, MSSRF.

The Mendhaguda Community Seed Bank (CSB) 
was established in 2019 with 120 members, 
equally split between 60 men and 60 women. Its 
goal is to enhance food and nutrition security 
while providing access to diverse crop varieties.

The CSB conserves four varieties of rice and four 
varieties of finger millet. Seeds are stored either in 
farmers' homes on behalf of the CSB or in their 
own homes. The CSB has also received seeds from 
MSSRF.

The seeds are dried in a threshing yard, cleaned, 
and graded. They are then stored in mud pots, 
tins, or bags with neem leaves and are periodically 
dried.
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