
The CSB has also distributed 21 varieties of seeds 
to its members at a 20% additional repayment 
rate. In 2023, a total of 1,690 kg of seeds were 
distributed among the members.

They receive funding from the Government of 
Odisha under the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana for 
vermicompost beds and a cemented drying yard. 
MSSRF has assisted in managing the CSB and 
provided seeds, seed kits, sprayers, and fencing 
nets for the nutrition garden.
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Presentation by Dr. C.M. Pratheepa, MSSRF.

The Ramaguda Gosthi Community Seed Bank 
(CSB) was established in 2023 with 385 members, 
including 116 women and 269 men. Its primary 
aim is to improve food and nutrition security and 
provide access to diverse crop varieties.

The seed bank conserves a variety of crops, 
including 2 varieties of paddy, peas, hybrid 
cabbage, 1 variety each of maize, beans, horse 
gram, tomato, yam, brinjal, bitter gourd, 
cucumber, pumpkin, spinach, and hybrid okra.

Seeds are selected and tested by placing them in 
water; those that sink are deemed to be of good 
quality. After treatment, the seeds are sown in 
nurseries and transplanted. They are dried in a 
threshing yard, cleaned, graded, and stored in 
mud pots, tins, or bags with neem leaves, and are 
periodically dried.
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