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Farmers with their crops
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SUBARNA SEED BANK

Odisha, Jharsuguda District

The Subarna Community Seed Bank (CSB) in
Ludhadihi village was established in 2023 and is
supported by SEWA. Consisting of 30 producer
group members, it benefits 30 farmer households
with a primary focus on promoting landraces. The
CSB is managed by selected committee members
and led by resource farmers. The main objectives
of the CSB are to provide access to crop diversity,
enhance conservation and improve local crop
varieties, preserve crop genetic diversity, ensure
and improve food and nutrition security, promote
organic and natural farming, and offer capacity
building for the farmers.

Currently, it conserves 20 crop varieties including
Rice (5), Finger millet (1), Green gram (1), Black
gram (1), Horse gram (1), Red gram (2), Arbi (1),
Mustard (1), Sesame (1), Lady’s finger (1), Bitter
gourd (1), Ridge gourd (2), Chilli (1), and Turmeric
(1).

The CSB has 4 demo plots for seed production in
both the Rabi & Kharif seasons and is managed by
the resource farmers with the technical support of
SEWA & the state Department of Agriculture. The
CSB and the members promote a seed village
programme and organic/natural farming.

Contact:

Harachanda Kisan, CSB Leader

Phone number:7683893183

Dijesh Ku Joshi, Project Manager, SEWA
Phone number: 7978100274
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