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AHINSA SEED BANK
Odisha, Bargarh District
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The Ahinsa seed bank was formally established 
in 2002 with 30 members, although the 
foundation was initially laid in the year 2000. 
Today, it has grown to include up to 500 
members. It is located in Bhutibahala village, 
Bargarh district.

The seed bank currently conserves 183 varieties 
of paddy, 23 of finger millet, 9 of tomato and 
green chili, 8 of green gram, brinjal, and ladies' 
finger, 6 of cowpea and bottle gourd, 5 of kodo 
millet, 4 of black gram, red gram, pumpkin, and 
ridge gourd, 3 of little millet, sorghum, horse 
gram, lentils, sweet potato, yam, colocasia, and 
mustard, 2 of foxtail millet, pearl millet, maize, 
Bengal gram, papaya, lemon, banana, blackberry, 
cassava, sesame, groundnut, radish, and 
cucumber, and 1 variety each of ginger, turmeric, 
and coriander.

They won the Plant Genome Savior Community 
Award in 2014-15 for their contributions to plant 
protection and farmers' rights, conferred by the 
Indian Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare. The seed bank organizes the Seed and 
Food Festival twice a year to promote seed 
diversification and exchange. The Millet Network 
of India provides ₹10,000 annually for the 
establishment of seed containers and packing 
materials, while Swiss Aid supports the 
establishment of seed container storage.
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