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MARJYARA KESHARI SEED BANK
Odisha, Bargarh District
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The Marjyara Keshari Community Seed Bank 
(CSB) was established in 2017 with the objective 
of conserving crop genetic diversity and 
enhancing local varieties. It also focuses on 
preserving local landrace varieties and 
documenting literature on organic cultivation. 
The crops managed by the CSB include 82 
varieties of paddy, 35 of brinjal, 16 of millets, 8 of 
finger millet, 5 of tomato, 4 each of sweet potato 
and yam, 3 of green gram, cowpea, sesame, and 
ridge gourd, and 2 each of kodo millet, little 
millet, sorghum, bajra, black gram, horse gram, 
arhar, groundnut, bitter gourd, pumpkin, bottle 
gourd, and cucumber.

Seeds are provided free of cost to members, who 
are expected to return them in slightly higher 
quantities. For non-members, seeds are sold 
through the FPO.

The CSB organizes seed and food festivals twice 
a year, with the food festival held in October and 
the seed festival in December. These events aim 
to promote seed exchange among farmers, raise 
awareness about the benefits of local seeds for 
climate resilience and biodiversity, and highlight 
their health and nutritional advantages. 

The Ahinsa Club supports the CSB by providing 
seeds and storage materials as well as capacity-
building assistance.

Contact
Bidya Pinjara
Community resource person
Phone number: 7735047362
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