
The Dakrighati Mahila Community Seed Bank 
(CSB)/Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) was 
established in 2023 by the NGO PRASTUTEE, with 
assistance from the SMDC Trust. A management 
committee consisting of approximately 10 to 15 
members oversees the operations of this CSB, 
which has 1,000 farmer members.

The creation of the seed bank received support 
from the SMDC Trust, which provided seeds, 
technical training for seed regeneration, and 
necessary seed storage materials, including 
containers.

The primary goals of the CSB involve preserving 
crop genetic diversity, facilitating access for 
farmers, enhancing food and nutrition security, 
and offering capacity-building opportunities for its 
members. Demonstrations highlighting the 
effectiveness of local varieties are held at this CSB.

The CSB is dedicated to preserving indigenous 
crops, with a particular emphasis on legumes. 
Currently, the CSB conserves approximately 25 
varieties, which include Ragi (3), Rice (3), Maize (1), 
Sua (1), Kangu (1), Local Pigeon Pea (2), Cowpea (1), 
Horse gram (1), Groundnut (1), White peas (1), 
Kidney beans (2), Black gram (1), Dangarani (1), 
Pumpkin (1), Ginger (1), Chili (1), Yam (1), Nizer (1). 
Tamarind Seeds, Karanja Seeds, Banana Saplings 
and jack fruit seeds are also conserved and 
exchanged
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