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Odisha, Koraput district

The Gayatri Community Seed Bank (CSB) was
founded in 2023 by the NGO PRASTUTEE, with the
support from the SMDC Trust. Situated in
Chiliguda village within the Koraput district of
Odisha, India, the CSB is managed by a women's
Self-Help Group and serves approximately 65
households in the village.

The SMDC Trust supported the establishment of
the seed bank by supplying seeds, offering
technical training on seed regeneration, and
providing seed storage materials like containers.

The primary aims of the CSB include conserving
crop genetic diversity, making it accessible to
farmers, enhancing food and nutrition security,
and offering capacity building for its members.

CSB members participate in seed fairs to facilitate
seed exchange and also market seeds and value-
added products.

GAYATRI MAHILA UTPDAKA DALA

The CSB is dedicated to preserving indigenous
crops, with a particular emphasis on legumes.
Currently, the CSB conserves approximately 20
varieties, which include Ragi (2), Rice (2), Maize (1),
Kangu (1), Local Pigeon Pea (1), Horse gram (1),
Cowpea (1), Kidney bean (3), Groundnut (1), White
peas (1), Pumpkin (1), Cucumber (1), Ginger (1),
Yam (1), Sweet Potato (1), and Cassava (1).

Contact:

Mr. Sushanta Balbantray
Prastutee

Email: prastutee2000@gmail.com

Damini Majhi
CSB member
Phone number: +91 9827937178

Presentation by Viviana Meixner Vasquez, FNI.
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