
Sonadei Community Seed Bank (CSB) was 
established by the NGO PRASTUTEE with the 
support of SMDC Trust in 2023. The CSB is located 
in Lingamguda village in the Koraput district of 
Odisha, India. A women’s Self-Help Group 
manages the CSB and benefits around 51 
households from the village. 

SMDC Trust initially supported the establishment 
of the seed bank by providing seeds, technical 
training on regeneration, and seed storage 
materials such as containers.

The main objectives of the CSB are to conserve 
crop genetic diversity, make it available to farmers, 
and improve food and nutrition security as well as 
to provide capacity building to members.

Members of the CSB engage in seed fairs where 
they can exchange and sell seeds alongside value-
added products.

The CSB is committed to the conservation of
indigenous crops, focusing primarily on legumes.
At present, the CSB preserves around 28 different
varieties, which consist of Ragi (3), Rice (2), Maize
(2), Local Pigeon Pea (2), Black Gram (2), Horse
Gram (3), Cowpea (2), Groundnut (1), White Peas
(1), Dangarani (1), Kidney Beans (1), Yam (1), Sweet
Potato (1), Cassava (1), Sunflower (1), Onion (1),
Tomato (1), Pumpkin (1), and Ginger (1).

CSB members grow and showcase the cultivation
of crops such as cucumber, black gram, and maize.
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Member of the CSB in a sweet potato plantation
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