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MARUTHANGULAM JIVA PRODUCER GROUP
Tamil Nadu, Namakkal District

Seedling support by the CSB
Photo: MSSRF

Maruthangulam jiva producer group was 
established in 2011 with the objective to improve 
the local variety and conserve crop genetic 
diversity. 

The reason behind the establishment of the CSB 
by the M S Swaminathan Research Foundation 
(MSSRF) was that, before 2011, cassava 
cultivation dominated the area as farmers sold it 
to industries for value-added products. During 
this time, the cultivation of native food crops 
declined. The CSB was created to revive millet 
varieties.

The CSB prioritizes millet conservation, followed 
by paddy and vegetables. It currently conserves 
the following crop varieties: 3 types of finger 
millet, 2 of foxtail millet, and 1 variety each of 
little millet, ridge gourd, bottle gourd, ash gourd, 
snake gourd, brinjal, and tomato.

The CSB is managed by an SHG and led by a 
Farmer Resource Person. Every Kharif season, a 
Seed Festival is held, where seeds are selected 
based on germination and line-sowing methods 
to ensure quality. The members received training 
for this process from MSSRF. The CSB is 
supported by NABARD, with MSSRF providing 
assistance in seed storage facilities and 
distribution.

Contact:
Shanmugam
Farmer resource person.
Phone Number: 8903561971

Yuva Raj
Development Associate, MSSRF
Email: yuvaraj@mssrf.res.in
Phone number: 9965147013
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