
The Maa Sarala Community Seed Bank (CSB) was 
established in Munikel village in 2017 with the 
aim of conserving crop genetic diversity. 

Supported by the Ahinsa Club through a village-
level seed community, the seed bank currently 
has 541 active members.

The conserved crop species include 10 varieties 
of finger millet, 5 of yam, 4 each of brinjal, green 
gram, and green chili, and 3 varieties of kodo 
millet, little millet, sorghum, redgram, blackgram, 
cowpea, ridge gourd, pumpkin, bitter gourd, and 
lady's finger. Additionally, it preserves 2 varieties 
each of bajra, horsegram, papaya, guava, 
jackfruit, groundnut, mustard, and cucumber.

Two annual festivals are organized focusing on 
food and seeds, aiming to raise awareness about 
the significance of local seeds, their nutritional 
value, climate resilience, seed exchange, and 
traditional farming practices.

The Government of Odisha supports them 
through the Millet Mission Program, providing 
storage containers, gunny bags, threshers, 
pulverizers, and an annual grant of ₹20,000 for 
seed bank maintenance.

Contact
Rakesh Kumar
Responsible for the seed bank
Phone number: 6371851268
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