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CHIZAMI COMMUNITY SEED BANK
Nagaland, Phek District

Chizami community seed bank
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The Chizami Community Seed Bank (CSB) was 
established in 2018 through the Northeast 
Network (NEN) to promote awareness around 
agrobiodiversity, indigenous food, and farming 
systems, with a focus on preserving indigenous 
seeds. The primary objective of the CSB is to 
conserve crop genetic diversity and enhance 
local varieties.

The CSB serves up to 900 households in the 
village and is not member-based. It also 
maintains a demonstration plot for trials, where 
they sow foxtail millet and a few selected crops 
in the home field.

The priority crops are paddy, beans, cucumber, 
brinjal, bitter eggplant, mustard, spices, Job's 
Tears, and maize, followed by other crops.

The CSB currently conserves crop varieties, 
including 25 varieties of paddy, 8 of maize, 4 of 
Job's Tears, 6 of foxtail millet, and 1 of sorghum, 
7 varieties of French beans, 4 of cowpea, 6 of rice 
beans, 7 of flat beans, and 2 of winged beans, 4 
varieties of perilla and 1 of black sesame, 3 
varieties of brinjal, 5 of bitter eggplant, 3 of 
mustard, 2 each of cucumber, sponge gourd, and 
ash gourd, 3 of bottle gourd, 5 of pumpkin, 2 of 
ladies’ finger, and 2 of roselle, 1 variety each of 
coriander, soybean, and sunflower. 
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