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AHINSA SEED BANK
Odisha, Balangir District
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The Ahinsa Community Seed Bank (CSB) was 
established in 2018 in Bharsuja village, Balangir 
district, with 10 members and has now grown to 
include up to 357 members.

The seed bank currently conserves 115 varieties 
of paddy, 12 of finger millet, 3 each of foxtail 
millet, little millet, and sorghum, along with 1 
variety each of bajra and maize. It also maintains 
6 varieties of green gram, 4 of black gram, 2 each 
of red gram, horse gram, and cluster beans, 3 of 
cowpea, bitter gourd, ridge gourd, and bottle 
gourd. Additionally, there are 7 varieties of 
tomato, 5 of ladies' finger, 6 of chili, 2 of sweet 
potato, and 1 variety each of mustard and 
groundnut.

The seed bank organizes seed and food festivals 
twice a year with the objective of promoting seed 
diversification and exchange. In collaboration 
with Desi Bihana Surakhya Mancha, the CSB sets 
up stalls at various exhibitions to sell seeds and 
share knowledge about local seed varieties.
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