
The Community Seed Bank (CSB) was established 
in 2018. Currently, the CSB has obtained support 
from from Caritas India. Located in Gadhriya 
village, Khandwa District, Madhya Pradesh, India, 
the CSB is directly managed by its members and 
benefits approximately 67 families from two 
villages.

The CSB was established with the main objectives 
of improving local varieties, enhancing food and 
nutrition, and conserving biodiversity, while also 
promoting seed self-sufficiency among farmers.

Seeds are stored in the home of one of the 
members, using traditional methods for seed 
selection and preservation.

Farmer members of the CSB access seeds through 
a seed loan program and engage in seed festivals 
to exchange seeds and foster connections.

The CSB is dedicated to preserving 12 types of 
millet.

Caritas India has assisted CSB members by 
providing training in seed management and 
materials for seed storage. Additionally, the ATMA 
project from the Department of Agriculture has 
also supported the CSB with seeds.
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