
The Community Seed Bank (CSB) was established 
in 2024 with the support of Caritas India. Situated 
in Bahare village, Palghar District, Maharashtra, 
India, the CSB is managed by its members and 
serves around 30 families in the village.

The primary aims of the CSB include conserving 
biodiversity, providing farmers with access to this 
diversity, and improving food and nutrition 
security in the region.

Seeds are kept in the home of one of the 
members, utilizing traditional methods for seed 
selection and storage.

Currently, the CSB conserves around 12 varieties 
of different crops including Beans (4), Sorrel leaves 
(1), Lady-finger (2), Radish (1), Pumpkin (1), 
Cucumber (1), and Tomatoes (2).

Caritas India has supported CSB members by 
offering training in seed management and 
providing materials for seed storage. Additionally, 
CSB members have received training in organic 
farming and periodically receive updates on 
government programs.
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