
The Community Seed Bank (CSB) was founded in 
2023 with the assistance of the local NGO Bareli 
Diocesan Social Service Center and Caritas India. It 
is situated in Oraye village, within the Pilibhit 
District of Uttar Pradesh, India.

Managed by a registered organization, the CSB has 
15 members and provides support to 
approximately five additional households in the 
area.

The primary goal of the CSB is to promote local 
crop varieties, grant farmers access to a diverse 
range of crops, improve food and nutrition 
security, and conserve biodiversity.

Seeds are kept in the house of one of the CSB 
members, employing traditional methods for seed 
selection and preservation.

The CSB particularly focuses on the conservation 
of five rice varieties and one wheat variety.

Caritas India and the Bareli Diocesan Social Service 
Center have supported the CSB by offering 
training in organic farming and seed management 
to enhance seed quality. Additionally, the CSB has 
acquired materials for seed storage.

Through a seed loan scheme, farmers can access 
seeds from the CSB.
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