CSB members preparing the seeds
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Odisha, Rayagada District

The Meri Maa Community Seed Bank (CSB) was
established in Runguti village in 2024 by the
Regional Centre for Development Cooperation
(RCDCQ). Its primary aim is to strengthen food and
nutrition security while preserving crop genetic
diversity. Currently, the CSB has 172 active
members in 3 villages.

The CSB conserves a wide range of varieties
including Finger millet (7), Foxtail millet (3), Little
millet (3), Sorghum (1), Paddy (2), Maize (2), Green
gram (1), Black gram (2), Cowpea (3), Horse gram
(2), Red gram (2), French bean (2), Rajma (1),
Papaya (2), Lemon (1), Cashew (2), Jackfruit (2),
Arbi (1), Yam (2), Sweet potato (2), Wild yam (3),
Casava (1), Sesame (1), Niger (1), Mustard (2),
Pumpkin (3), Bitter gourd (2), Lady's finger (2),
Tomato (2), Bottle gourd (3), Green leaves (3), Chili
(2), Turmeric (2), and Ginger (2).

MERI MAA COMMUNITY SEED BANK

The CSB also organizes 3 programmes annually,
Bihana Parba, Kandul Pooja, and a harvest festival.
These are participated by farmers and the pubilic,
especially school children, and spread awareness
on every aspect of seed conservation and
agriculture.

The CSB also provide the seeds to its members at
an additional rate of repayment. Apart from seeds,
the CSB also produces and sells organic food such
as grains and vegetables.

Contact:

Sudharshan Sahu

Program officer, RCDC
Phone number: 993722552
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