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Odisha, Balangir District

Maa Mahalakshmi Community Seed Bank (CSB)
was established in 2023 in Sanbajipal village with
the primary objectives of conserving crop genetic
diversity and ensuring access to a wide range of
traditional seeds.

The crop varieties preserved by the CSB include
Finger millet (4), Kodo millet (1), Little millet (4),
Paddy (8), Green gram (2), Black gram (2), Red
gram (2), Cowpea (4), Horse gram (2), Chickpea (2),
Grass pea (2), Lemon (2), Papaya (2), Sweet potato
(2), Arbi (2), Sesame (2), Ground nut (1), Mustard
(1), Sunflower (1), Brinjal (2), Tomato (2), Pumpkin
(2), Ridge gourd (2), Lady's finger (2), Bottle gourd
(2), Spine gourd (1), Bitter gourd (2), Cucumber (2),
lvy gourd (1), Flat beans (5), Green leaves (2), and
Green Chili (2).

MAA MAHALAXSHMI COMMUNITY SEED BANK

The CSB organizes annual programs such as Seed
Fair, Millet Fair, Forest Food Fair, and Knowledge
Exchange Programme to promote seed diversity, as
well as sustainable farming practices.

The CSB has been supported by Misereor,
Germany, through the Regional Centre for
Development and Cooperation (RCDC). They assist
with the purchase of containers, stationery and
some working capital. The CSB also provides seeds
to its members with an additional repayment rate.

Contact:
Baikuntha Bag- CSB leader
Phone number: 8917255996
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