LAXMI AND KISHAN SELF HELP GROUPS SEED BANKS
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Rajasthan, Banswara District

The Laxmi and Kishan Community Seed Bank
(CSB) was established in 2023 with the assistance
of Caritas India. Located in Machharshata village
within the Banswara District of Rajasthan, India,
the CSB was created and is managed
collaboratively by two Self-help Groups, currently
benefiting around 20 farming households.

The main objectives of the CSB include
conserving agrobiodiversity, ensuring farmers
have access to this diversity, selling seeds to
create income for farmers, enhancing capacity
building, and improving food and nutrition
security. As the primary focus is on women,
achieving seed self-sufficiency is also a key goal
of the CSB.

Caritas India has contributed to the CSB by
supplying materials for seed storage, such as
containers, and by facilitating capacity-building
opportunities.

The CSB maintains around 20 different crop
varieties, including Rice (5), Maize (2), Pigeon pea
(1), Urad (1), Soybean (1), Peanut (1), Eggplant (1),
Tomato (2), Ladyfinger (1), Pumpkin (1), Bitter
Gourd (2), and Chili (2).

Seeds are stored in the home of one of the CSB
members, using traditional preservation
methods. Members can access the seeds
through a seed loan program.
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