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TheresearciprojectDIVERSIFAR

202052024

A Project namePathways to food security, poverty
alleviation and liyelihoods throug:[lh the Implementation
2F FlFENNSNBQ NAIdJKuUua 02 ONPRLI d

A Point of departure: Communityseed banksGSBf
that successfullgontribute to seed and foodsecurity
andimprovedlivelihoodsamongsmallscalefarmers n
three countries Malawi, Ethiopiaand Nepal

A Keyobijective: Identifyingthe factorsof successiswell
asbarriers¢ and how best practices can be scaled out.

_ | = R T
A Key methodsin-depth case studies of 17 r%o_resentatlve N k=
community seed banks, interviews with 550 informants. e it ggg

A Partners:Fridtjof Nansen Institute (project leader)
University of Cape Town, Mekelle University, Alliance of
Bioversity International and CIAT (Nepal), German
Institute of Tropical Agriculture, Norwegian University of
Life Sciences

U Key finding:CSBs contributed significantly to local seed
[food-/and nutrition security, through adaptation of | — _
agriculture to climate changeand to empowerment Mother andchildin Malawi
among farmers in general and women in particular. FER RIS A
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on Plant Genetic Resources

Food and Agriculture




\v/ Food and Agriculture
Q\/ﬁ Organization of the

United Nations

International Treaty
[—= on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agricultur

NINTH SESSION OF THE GUVERNING BUDY
INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
FOR FUOD AN[] AGRICULTURE 19-24 SEPTEMBER 2022 | NEW DELHI, INDIA

Theprojectideals conceived

A Presentation okeyfindingsfrom the
first DIVERSIFARWNbjectat a side
eventat the Ninth Sessiorof the
Governingdody ofthe International
Treatyon Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture (Plarteaty) in
New Delhi, 2022.

A Indianofficialsaskedwhy sucha
projectwasnot carriedout in India.

A The Royal Norwegian Embassy in New
Delhiwasrepresentedand adialogue
evolvedafterwardsas towhetherand
how that couldbe possible

A Indeedit would be mostinterestingto
developasimilarprojectA Y LY RA I
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L vV Riktérr@tional
leadershipgn genetic
resources

Alndia led central FAO
negotiations on genetlc
NBE & 2 dzND S a

(KS NBO23IYAlA A

Alndia had a crucial role in
Rights related to plant
genetic resources in the \
C!'h Ay gNKddmady

&

Prof. M.SSwaminathan
Photo: FAO



\g/ Food and Agriculture
Q\@ Organization of the

United Nations

International Treaty Government of India
—a on Plant Genetic Resources Ministry of Agriculture &
for Food and Agriculture Farmers Welfare

NINTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY
INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
FUR FUUD AND AGRICULTURE 19-24 SEPTEMBER 2022 | NEW DELHI, INDIA

L v Riitérr@tional
leadershign genetic
resources

A Cochaired the FAO/ITPGRFA
SELISNI 3INRdzZLI 2y
together with Norway

A Hosted the 9 Session of the
Governing Body of the Plant
Treaty in 2022 (New Delhi)

A Hosted the Globabympositunon
ClI NYSNRQ wA3IKUa
2023 (NASC Complex, New Delhi



Pioneer irlegislation
onC | NJYRidhE Q

ABalanacing | NJYasdNA Q
breeder<gXights

ASafeguardind | NJYrightsioQ
save,use exchangeandsell
farm-savedseed.

AProvidest I NJIyvtiNdiafy
further rights.

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 1

REGISTERED NO. DL-33004 /2001

The Gazette of India

EXTRAORODINARY
PART II - Section 1

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

No. 64] New Delhi, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2001 /KARTIKA 8, 1923

Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation

MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS
(Legislative Department)

New Delhi, the 30t October, 2001/ Kartika 8, 1923 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the 30%
October, 2001, and is hereby published for general information :-

THE PROTECTION OF PLANT VARIETIES AND FARMERS'’
RIGHTS ACT, 2001

No. 53 OF 2001
[30% October, 2001]

An Act to provide for the establishment of an effective system for protection of plant
varieties, the rights of farmers and plant breeders and to encourage the
development of new varieties of plants.
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Communityseed
bank inBankura
District, West Bengal @

Photo:
Anjan Kumar Sinha
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projectapplication
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Theprojectteam

MSSRF. Watingfor
A DrRengalakshn coarmoe
A DrPratheepa  fromICAR
A Mr PrajeesiParameswaran

A Mr RabindraBehera

FNI:
A Dr Regine Andersenyiect Leader
A Ms Viviana Meixnevasquez

Supportedby the Royal
Norwegian Embassy in New Del



AdvisoryCommittee
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Dr Trilochan Mohapatra / Kl ANLISNBE2Y S t NPGSOUA2Y 27
Authority. Chairpersomf the Advisory Committee.

Dr ArabindaKumarPadhee Principal Secretary of Agriculture, Government of Odisha.
Dr Gyanendra Pratap Singbirector, ICAR National Bureau of Plant Genetic
Resources.

Dr Sanjay KumarDirector, ICAR National Institute of Seed Science & Technology, Mau.
Shri Ajeet Kumar SahuAS, Joint Secretary (Seeds), Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare.

Ms Bhagya LaxmiAssociate Director, Watershed Support Services and Activities
Network (WASSAN).

Dr Jai RanaSenior Scientist and Country Representative for India, Alliance of Bioversity
International and CIAT.

Mr Pitambar ShresthaProgram Advisor, CSB Association of Nepal, previous Program
Operations Director, Local Initiatives for Biodiversity, Research and Development (LI
BIRD), Nepal.
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Frequentlyuseddefinition: - \“’i
Foto: R;aginé Andgﬁn

Community seed banks can be definedrdsrmal or
formal local institutions whose core function is to
maintain seeds collectivelgpevelopment Fund, 2011)

Definition adaptedto the situation in India:

Communityseed bankganbe definedasinformal or formallocal
Institutions, whosecorefunctionsareto maintainanddistribute seed of
a diversityof cropvarietiesin the localcommunities (DIVERSIfARNdia)



A continuumfor gene banks

Seed
managemer National Svalbard Global
on farmleve gene banks SeedVault

—

Internatlonal
gene banks

Communlty
seed banks

SourceRegine Andersen, 2021
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DIVERSIFARNHIa:

Als aimed at strengthening the
contributions of community seed banks
to seed, food and nutrition security
and improved livelihoods among small
scale farmers and contribute to scaling
up best practiceg with focus on one

nilot state, Odisha.

Als not setting up community seed banks
put aims at strengthening those that

Tm ,’,I"
et A

= % nave already been established,

- N oroviding for their sustainability and
oreparing the ground for scaliagp best
practices as models.




ACTIVITIES




1.The grandverview &=
ALiteratureand documentreview:

Establishinghe state of knowledge

AMapping Identifyingthe community
seed banks@SBrgin India

ASurveyExploringhe featuresand
situationof CSB# India

ATypology GroupingCSBsategorieso
enabletargetedmeasures

Alnteractive GISnapwith all CSBs
Atlas ofcommunityseed banks in India

APublications: Policgrief andarticle

< clf'i.‘_}"—' N -}

Source: Freeworldmaps.net



ABOUT CONTACT PROJECTS  EVENTS

F ’ R. ht What are How to realize State of International Literature and
: armers |9 S Farmers' Rights?  Farmers' Rights ~ Farmers' Rights

negotiations other resources

Home > Projects > DIVERSIFARM-India

y‘—.t"
e PROJECTS

» The Farmers' Rights Project
» DIVERSIFARM
’ DIVERSIFARM-India A

Map of Community Seed Banks in

' India (forthcoming)

List of Community Seed Banks per
state

Seedling shifting fro the nu}sery to the main fiéld of the CIKS Technology Resources Centre. Photo: Centre for
Indian Knowledge Systems (CIKS), Tamil Nadu.

>

DIVERSIFARM-India

PRELIMINARWEBSITE ADDRESS:

DIVERSIFARM-India is a project designed to strengthen https://www.farmersrights.org/projec
community seed banks, farmer-managed seed systems and ts/diversifarmindia/
Farmers' Rights in India. It will provide an overview of



PALLISHREE COMMUNITY SEED BANK

Members of the CSB performing rituals
Photo: RCDC

Odisha, Balangir District

The Pallishree Community Seed Bank was
established in 2023 in Jamunapali village by the
Regional Centre for Development Cooperation
(RCDC) With around 56 members, it reaches
around the same number of farm households .

The CSB conserves a variety of traditional crops,
including Finger millet (2), Kodo millet (1), Little
millet (2) Green gram (2), Black green (2), Red gram
(2), Cowpea (4), Horse gram (2), Sweet potato (2),
Arbi (2), Sesame (2), Ground nut (1), Mustard (1),
Brinjal (2), Tomato (2), Pumpkin (2), Ridge gourd
(2), L a d yimyer (2), Bottle gourd (2), Spine gourd
(1), Bitter gourd (2), Cucumber (2), lvy gourd (1),
Flat bean (4), Green chilli (3),and Green leaves (3).

Presentation by PrajeeshParameswaran & Pratheepa C. M., MSSRF

Misereor , Germany has supported the CSB by
funding the purchase of storage containers and
working capital to strengthen its operations . Seed
fairs, millet food fairs, forest food fairs, knowledge
exchange programs, and seed food festivals are
held annually. These events aim to promote
traditional  seeds, preserve biodiversity and
enhance food and nutrition security. The CSBalso
provides seeds to its members with an additional
repayment rate.

Contact:

Debaraj Bhua

Program Officer, RCDC
Phone number : 9938862986



2.In-depthcase studies

AOdishaas a pilot case
A Select representativ€ SBshasedon the

typology
A Conductn-depth case studiesvith
gualitativemethodsin theseCSBs

A Analyseachievementsn terms of seed and
food security adaptationof agricultureto
climatechangeandthe genderdimension

Aldentify challengesindfactorsof success

Alnvolvementand debriefingsin the CSBs
and atstatelevel

APublications and websitiaformation Membersof Meri MaaCSBPhoto: RCDC.




3.Capacityouilding

AWorkout centrallearningfrom the &
projectfor capacitybuildingmeasures &

AMeasurego be informedalsoby
previouscapacitybuildingefforts

AWorkshops fofacilitating
organisationsandtrainersin Odisha

AMaterial to bemadeavailableat the
website

Membersof MaaMahalaxshm{CSBPhoto:RCDC



4.Enablingenvironments

By~

AExploringhow to further develop i
enabling |
Ainstitutional environmnets
Apolicyenvironmnets
Alegalenvironments

AThroughinteractivworkshopswith
keystakeholders

AOdishaas pilotstate
APublications, websitanformation and

amarmOn‘ Randhu

nationallevelseminar o 7w (@5
\/A\(/J‘\J\%

DlverS|tyexh|b|t|onc;rgaﬁ|seoby ICAR New Delhl 2022.
Photo: Regine Andersen




INVOLVEMENT




Involvementindcollaboration

AClosedialoguewith facilitatingorganisationsand networks We have so
contactedll0organisationsand so fahadextensivedialgueswith 55
organisations

Alnvolvementintegratedin allour work, includingin the case studies

AAdvisory committee:nvolving central supporting and facilitating
organisations

AThe CSPBlatform ¢ a platform enabling dialogue, involvement and
collaboration

ANational level seminars in 2025 and 2026: organized together with central
actors and inviting stakeholders for dialogue

AWish broad ownership to DIVERSIFAIRMa and its result, for lasting impact
AYour experiences, reflections and opinions are important to us! Please share



Thankyou for your attention!

Nuaguda
CSB,
Odisha
Photo:
MSSRRoi
Dangmei



